284.   SPEECH AT MASS MEETING*
[JOHANNESBURG,
August 23, 1908]
Last Sunday [August 23], unfortunately, as the Chairman of the Association
sorrowfully remarked, found it necessary to hold another large Mass Meeting of protest
The members, if anything, exceeded those of the crowd that massed within the Mosque
grounds the week before. General Smuts had brought forward his new Bill, but as it
did not repeal the Asiatic Act, and as it made no provision for the freedom and rights
of highly educated Asiatics, it was not possible to accept the new measure. Hence
Sunday's Meeting, A dramatic note was struck when the Pathan leaders admitted
their previous errors2 and declared their intentions of joining the fight until the end.
Amongst those present who gave encouragement to the people, were the Durban leaders,
anxious only for the time when they should be summoned' before the Court to pay the
penalty of their patriotism...It is only necessary to add that the meeting broke up
when some 525 more certificates had been consigned to the flames amidst loud cheers,
Mr. S. Haloo and Mr. U.M. Shelat assuming the role of stokers.,..
MR. GANDHI'S SPEECH*
[Gandhiji, who spoke after Mr. Essop Mia, said:]
I think that it is necessary for me to make a few remarks in con-
nection with what has happened during the last few days in connection
with the Asiatic community resident in the Transvaal. I have had to
take the responsibility again, in spite of the Validation Bill having gone
through both Houses practically unanimously, of advising my country-
men still to continue to burn their registration certificates, and to show
to the Government that they are as determined as ever to suffer until
full redress is given with reference to the demands made by the British
Indian community. Mr. Chairman4 has explained to you that we
have made no new demand. We have never shifted the ground, but
we have been compelled, inch by inch, to regain the whole of the lost
ground by undergoing sufferings heaped one upon another. It required
1 The introductory remarks in small type are taken from Indian Qpimon, 29-8-1908,
while Gandhiji's speech itself is from the issue of 12-9-1908.
2 The reference is presumably to Mir Alam and his fellow-Pathans. Evidently,
Gandhiji's advice to the Pathan community (vide pp. 251-2) had had effect  Gandhiji,
however, recalls that it was in the meeting of August 16 that Mir Alam confessed to
having done wrong in assaulting Gandhiji and gave up his certificate for being burnt
Vide Satyagraka m Soixih Africa, Ch. XXVII.
3 The following has been collated with the report of Gandhiji's speech which
appeared in The Transvaal Leader, 24-8-1908.
4 Essop Mia